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sent a messenger to hurry them up. The messenger
came back at about nine saying that the detach-
ment had not had its pay, and Ja'far promised
that they should be paid when they arrived at
Fagieh. At about ten, another messenger came
to say that eighty saddles were not enough,
and Ja'far made up the number from some
mysterious private store of his own. At eleven a
third messenger came to represent that as the
victorious Sherifian Army was on its way to join
General Allenby, it would be as well if each man
were given a new pair of trousers. Another hour
was spent in issuing a new set of clothes all round,
and at twelve o'clock they actually started. Peake
and Hornby had already gone on to Udhreh,
where Nasir and the Bedouin and the guns were
waiting, so that after a meal with Ja'far I started
off, feeling again that my whole army was in front
of me and that with any luck we should start from
Udhreh the following day.
I arrived at Fagieh in the evening, and found that
the company had not yet arrived there, and would
not be able to get on to Udhreh the same night. So
I arranged with Nuri that they should be sent on
next morning along the direct road to Towana,
where Nasir and Peake and I and the guns would
join them. Then I mounted my faithful camel and
rode on in the dusk to Udhreh to tell Nasir that all
was now ready. Nasir was delighted to hear that
the company had at last started, but seemed sur-
prised when I suggested that we should set out
on the following day. " Are we to start like this,
alone ? " he said. I did not understand.
" Are we not to wait for the Bedouin ? " he
asked.